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UNSW-CAS Collaborative Research Seed Fund 2018 – Project Grant Application Form


FUNDING AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the UNSW-CAS Collaborative Research Seed Program is to establish or further advance joint research collaboration leading to a long term partnership with CAS researchers that attracts external funding. There will be two tiers of funding availiable:
1. Mobility Grants – enabling travel/short visits between UNSW and CAS researchers. There will be 10 grants of AU$5,000 awarded for a duration of 12 months. 
2. Bridging Grants  - project related grant for researchers to explore concepts and ideas through small scale, collaborative research projects. There will be 5 grants of up to AU$50,000 awarded for a duration of 24 months. 

Expected Outcomes
· Development of a long term partnership with CAS researchers that attracts external funding beyond the duration and scope of the seed grant
· Joint UNSW-CAS publications in high ranked journals 
· The submission of a joint application for external funding from funding bodies / industry partners in either China and Australia within one year of the completion of the Project Grant or earlier if possible 

Theme Areas
The mobility and bridging grants must be in one of the following areas:
· Neuroscience (including research projects in:  Addiction; Biomedical Engineering / Basic Neuroscience; Ageing & Cognitive Impairment)
· Nanotechnology (including research projects in: Nanomedicine & Nanodiagnostics; Nanotechnology Applications in Water;  Nanotechnology Applications in Energy)

Eligibility requirements
· UNSW: Grants are open to salaried academic staff levels B-D at UNSW
(NB. Staff at Professorial level E are not eligible to apply as the lead UNSW CI, but may be listed as a mentor on the grant.)
· CAS: Grants are open to all salaried academic staff at any CAS Institution or a CAS University
· Only joint applications will be considered (i.e. Identical application needs to be submitted to both UNSW and to CAS )

Funding 
· Each institution will provide funds to its own researchers (i.e. UNSW will award a grant to the UNSW lead investigator and vice versa at CAS).

Eligible items for funding
1. Mobility Grants
· International travel costs of researchers and/or research students associated with the project for the purposes of exchange between the collaborating partners. 
· Each visit should be of no more than 2 weeks duration.
· In order to accommodate requirements for travel by CAS as a Chinese government institution, for all travel, the home institution will cover the research team member’s airfare and visa costs and the host institution will cover all local costs (accommodation, meals, transport to a max total of AU$2,500 per 2 week visit).
· For instance, if a UNSW researcher/student traveled to China – their airfare and visa costs would be covered by the funds granted to the lead UNSW CI, while their in-country costs would be covered by the funds granted to the lead CAS CI.
2. Bridging Grants
· As above for Mobility Grants; and
· Direct research costs associated with the project
(Note: Research Assistant/Technicians personnel salary costs are eligible to be included for UNSW budgets only – capped at 25% of the budget, however salaries for CIs or other salaried academics are not eligible items for funding)

Items not eligible for funding
· Salaries for CIs or other salaried academics (Note: RA/Technician salary costs are not eligible for the Mobility Grants)
· Scholarships or top-ups for research students
· Conference registration fees

Reporting
1. Mobility Grants
· A final report will be required at the close-out of the grant providing evidence of outcomes of the funding and expenditure against the awarded amount as well as next steps to further partner engagement.
· Grants must be fully expended within the awarded period. Any unspent funds will be returned.
	
2. Bridging Grants
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A progress report will be required 12 months after receipt of funding providing evidence of outcomes to date and expenditure against the awarded amount as well as next steps to further partner engagement. 
· A final report will be required at the close-out of the grant providing evidence of outcomes of the funding and expenditure against the awarded amount. 
· Grants must be fully expended within the awarded period. Any unspent funds will be returned.

APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT PROCESS
The lead investigator from UNSW and the lead investigator from CAS need to work together to prepare a joint application using the application form provided and submit by the due date. Applications will be assessed by the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research), UNSW and the Vice President of CAS.

Selection criteria
a) Quality, expected outcomes and impact of proposed research collaboration
b) Strength of research team relative to opportunity
c) Alignment of proposal with purpose and expected outcomes of the fund
d) Strength of previous / existing collaborative activities/engagement or benefits of establishing new relationship
e) Appropriateness of budget 
f) Desirable – Engagement and commitment from an Industry partner 

Note: Industry engagement is not required but applications involving a third party Industry partner will strengthen the proposal and be assessed favourably. 

Key Dates
Applications open:	Tuesday 2nd April, 2019 
Applications close: 	Friday 10th May, 2019. Late submissions will not be accepted.
Announcements: 	Successful applicants will be notified in late June for grants to commence in July

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
Joint applications from UNSW and CAS investigators need to be submitted to both UNSW and CAS to be eligible for consideration: 
· The application must be identical, one being a copy of the other and completed in English;
· Applications will only be accepted as PDF, please combine all documents (application form, project proposal, CVs, letters of support) into a single pdf.

UNSW Lead Investigator 
· Submit pdf via email to: internationalresearch@unsw.edu.au

CAS Lead Investigator 
· Submit pdf via ARP system 
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UNSW-CAS Collaborative Research Seed Program 2019 
Mobility & Bridging Grant Guidelines
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CAS-UNSW Collaborative Research Seed Program
APPLICATION FORM

1. Type of grant applications: 	☐ Mobility Grant	☐ Bridging Grant
2. Project Title
	




3. Theme Area (Please select one only)

Neuroscience 
	☐ Addiction 
	☐ Biomedical Engineering / Basic Neuroscience 
	☐ Ageing & Cognitive Impairment
Nanotechnology
	☐ Nanomedicine & Nanodiagnostics
	☐ Nanotechnology Applications in Water
	☐ Nanotechnology Applications in Energy

4. Project Team

	Lead investigator (UNSW)

	Title: (Dr, Associate Professor etc) 
	

	First Name:
	Last Name:

	School/Centre: 
	Faculty:

	Email:

	

	Lead investigator (CAS) 

	Title: (Dr, Associate Professor etc)
	

	First Name:
	Last Name:

	Position:
	Department:

	CAS Institute/University:
	Email:



*For Bridging grant only
	Other named investigators: UNSW

	Name
	School/Faculty
	Professorial Mentor 
Y / N

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Other named investigators: CAS

	Name
	Institute/ University

	
	

	
	



5. Previous / existing collaboration between partner investigators 
	Please briefly outline any previous or ongoing collaboration or engagement between the investigators from UNSW and the CAS partner. If there is no existing collaboration please explain the benefits of establishing the new relationship with the CAS partner.







6. Industry Engagement
As noted in the guidelines, industry engagement is not required but applications with a third party Industry partner will strengthen the proposal and be assessed favourably.  
If relevant, please provide the following:
(a) Industry Partner Details
	Industry Key Contact Details 

	Title: (Ms, Mr etc)
	Role:

	First Name:
	Last Name:

	Company name:
	Email: 

	Brief summary of  all proposed contributions from the third party Industry partner (eg in-kind support may include – time/effort of collaborator, equipment, local hosting costs, travel etc):






(b) Please attach a letter of support from the third party Industry partner demonstrating their commitment to the collaboration and proposal and detailing all proposed contributions. 
· The letter should be on the official industry partner letterhead and may come from the key contact, and/or a relevant executive at the partner company.

7. Project Details
Mobility Grants:
Provide a one page (maximum) statement outlining the following:
· Purpose and objectives of the proposed visit;
· Potential scope and benefits of the collaboration;
· Next steps in the collaboration following the proposed visit. 
Bridging Grants:
In no more than four (4) pages, provide details of:  
· Research project, including:
1. Approach and methodology;
2. Facilities used at each institution;
3. Role of named personnel and any other project participants;
4. Reciprocal visit plans.
· Expected outcomes of the project, highlighting:
1. How the project will lead to a long term partnership with CAS researchers that attracts external funding;
2. Detail the scope of a joint co-authored publication(s) that will arise directly from this project, including details of the proposed high-ranking journal to be targeted for submission;
3. List the specific external funding scheme/s that will be targeted for a joint proposal within 12 months of completion of the project or earlier;
4. Describe the broader potential impact of the proposed project and its sustainability beyond the duration and scope of the UNSW-CAS Bridging grant.

8. Project Budget – for Bridging grants only
	
Budget Justification:
	BUDGET REQUEST
(UNSW) AU$
	BUDGET REQUEST
(CAS) RMB

	Salary costs:

	
	N/A

	Travel expenses:


	
	

	Research Costs: 


	
	

	Other 
(Any other items not included in above categories)

	
	

	TOTAL COSTS*
	
	


*Totals costs to each institution should be ≤AU$50,000 or equivalent. 

9. Track Record of Personnel
For each investigator named in each team, please provide the following in no more than 
2 pages per investigator:
a) Brief resume
b) List of 10 most significant career publications 
c) List of research funding for grants/contracts in the years 2015-18:

	Description
(all named investigators on any proposal or grant/ project/ fellowship in which a Participant is/was involved, project title, source of support and scheme)
	First year
	Duration (years)
	Total Value ($’000 or RMB)

	Example: X. Wang and J Smith, New Energy Materials, National Research Corporation, Fundamental Projects
	2015
	4
	$500,000
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